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Introduction

Each book in the Power Practice™ series contains dozens of ready-to-use activity pages to
students with skill practice. Use the fun activities to supplement and enhance what yo
teaching in your classroom. Give an activity page to students as independent class
the pages home as homework to reinforce skills taught in class. An answer key isg
of each book to provide verification of student responses.

The activity pages in Traits of Good Writing 4-5 provide an ideal way to enhance s
skills. The book features activities that target six important traits of writing: Ideas an

develop and organize their thoughts and ideas, and
Students will gain confidence in their writing abili
gain an awareness of how word choice and sen influence their writing. As your
young authors establish a style and voice of ghei pe well on their way to becoming
successful and competent writers.

Use these ready-to-go activities to “rech



ssald BuIydea) dANEAID Y00Z ® S~ o BUILLAA POOD JO Speil

Name Date

What Do You Know?

BRAINSTORMING TOPICS

A good writer will write about what he or she knows. Think of some things you kno
What are your talents? What do you enjoy doing? You may know a lot about a p
a place, a hobby or game, or some kind of food. Look at this list of ideas. Circle
write about. Add your own ideas in the blank spaces.

baseball making cookies | a great book

my dad our family " riding a bike
camping your city my mom
N
a favorite : oing chores ice cream pizza

teacher

»

\ 4

Which three topics would be easiest for you to write about? Draw a star by these.
Write about one of these topics.

Ideas and Content 5



Name Date

Picture Perfect

GATHERING 1DEAS

You can get ideas for writing by looking at pictures. Look at each picture and read e
Write the letter of the sentence that corresponds with each picture.

the first splash, the squirrel or the finch?

ing Jing, weeding, and watering are important tasks for the

o gardener.

stuck to the newly tarred road. | didn't know what to do, so | just ran.

d. Itisn't easy giving Rex a bath. | usually end up getting wetter than he.

e. When Jason found a twenty-dollar bill on the sidewalk, he dropped his backpack
and ran home to tell his mom.

f. The floodwater was so high that animals would do anything to find a dry place
to perch.

Traits of Good Writing * 4-5 © 2004 Creative Teaching Press
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Name Date

Experiences

BRAINSTORMING IDEAS

Experiences give you ideas for writing. What interesting experiences have you had?
of experiences on this page. Circle each experience you have had.

having fun at a water park sledding down a big hi
getting stung by a bee riding a skateboard
getting along with brothers and sisters feelings you
playing baseball

building a robot

breaking an arm or leg

making a submarine sandwich
mixing up a batch of great cookies
riding a city bus
getting stitches
in-line skating
fishing from shore
having a cavity filled g up a lemonade stand
what it's like to be the n
getting good

ollecting football or baseball cards

playing an instrument

planning a neighborhood circus
cleaning the garage

moving to a new house

a day at the carnival

es you have had that you could write about. Write them in the blank spaces.

Now choose an experience and write all you can about that experience.
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Name Date

Let's Explore!

OBSERVING AND GATHERING DETAILS

Exploring and observing are important skills to use when writing. When you Q
surroundings you can gather many details to use in your writing.

Go outside or to another location and observe your surroundings. Write your obse
chart. Use your five senses to help you discover specific details. Write any interesting
facts about the items that you observe.

What | Interesting

Saw:

heard:

smelled:

Use the information you gathered to write a paragraph about your observations.

Traits of Good Writing * 4-5 © 2004 Creative Teaching Press
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Name Date

Project Pet

GROUPING [DEAS OR DETAILS

Organizing ideas and details before you begin writing is important. Look at t
inside the box. Write each detail in the appropriate section of the graphic g

Brush her fur Carrots Hold and hug her
Squeaks and chatters Chews on chew stick Applg slices
Give her food and water Bathe once a week Clg gr cage

Take her for a walk Build a maze for her ajls

N \‘q/
2a Plg
Activities >

Ideas and Content 9




Name Date

Start a Story

STORY STARTERS

A story starter helps you get an idea for writing. Look at each of these story starters
details below. Write the letters of the details that match each story starter.

It was a crazy day in It was the best birthday
art class. surprise | ever had.

This was going to be the My mom is usuall
best Saturday our family best cook in oug
ever spent together.

g a brand-

a. My grandma came up from C

b. Ricky opened the jar of paint, a

¢. I named him Clyde and

d. Iset my painting on ind blew in and my painting landed
on Jennifer's back. Th was covered in paint.

were there.

ected 36 night crawlers for fishing.
n of frosting piled on a salty cake.

. The pizza parlor would be our last stop for dinner.
| trained my new puppy to obey right away.

10 Ideas and Content
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Name Date

It's Time to Write

WRITING PROMPTS

A writing prompt can help you think of ideas to write about.
Writing that shares information or explains something is called expository
Writing that tells a story is called narrative writing.

Read each writing prompt. Shade in the circle next to the letter E if it is an exposito
prompt. Shade in the circle next to the letter N if it is a narrative witing prompt.

o EO NO Explain how to make a root beer float.
o EO NO Write about a spaceship that round.
o EO NO Tell how to get to your

0 EO NO Writealettertoy ing why you're old enough to
sleep over at a f

Tell what vacation.

Ideas and Content 11





