Critical Thinking Skills

Iraq War (2003 - 2010)

Chapter Questions
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Based on Bloom’s Taxonomy
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NAME: 0 Refore You Read

World Terrorism

1. Using the words in the box, write each word beside its meaning.

stockpiles manufacture contend suspicious
motivate axis destruction ethnic

2. In the upcoming chapter a character named Osama bin Laden is mentioned. What
do you already know about this man?
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he Middle East area has long been a
froubled region of the world. It is home to a

number of different languages, ethnic groups
and religions. For generations many of the countries
and peoples there have been ill-treated by Western
nations - even before the discovery of oil in the
region. In some ways the discovery of oil has only
added to the problems faced by the people living
in this mostly desert region - they now have to face
foreigners trying to take advantage of them, as well
as rulers motivated by greed and personal amb

Although the world was no stranger to acts @

planes were flown into the World Trad
Pentagon in Washington D.C., and a \ ) e was forced down in Pennsylvania.

Ten years had passed between the end of Persian Gulf War (which ended in
1991) and the events of September 11, 2001. In those ten years the United Nations
had ordered Iraq to get rid of its programs aimed at developing poisonous gases
and nuclear bombs. United Nations inspectors had been sent to Irag to check sites
that looked suspicious, but the Iragi government did not cooperate in the way the
inspectors would have liked.

In 1998 US President Bill Clinton ordered a series of air strikes against targets where
it was believed weapons of mass destruction were being made. After this, no
inspections were conducted for four years, a fact that made the United States very
uneasy. Was Irag making an atomic bomb? At the fime no one knew for sure.
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The United States and other Western nations knew that
Osama bin Laden was the leader of the terrorist group
that carried out the 9/11 attacks. Bin Laden was a
millionaire from Saudi Arabia whose headquarters was
believed to be in Afghanistan.

However, President George W. Bush made it known
that Saddam Hussein and his Iragi government were
suspected of supporting terrorist groups such as
al-Qaeda. In a 2002 speech Bush called Irag a member

(poisonous gas, nuclear bombs) and
Hussein was supporting al-Qaeda. The A i overnment said that they had
evidence that Irag had large s{OSkgi pnical weapons and was actively

Many countries in Europe and elsewhere in the world did not support America’s
call for military action. Countries such as France, Germany, and Russia suggested
that more time should be given for the weapons inspectors to go through the
questionable sites in Iraq.

Iraqg finally let the weapons inspectors back into the country in November 2002.
After three months of inspections no weapons of mass destruction had been found.
However President Bush and his government sfill did not consider Hussein to be
completely cooperative, and the path to war seemed unstoppable.
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.....00..0...0.00..0....... °
e 1. Circl®the word TRUE if the statement is TRUE or the word FALSE £
® if it is FALSE. |
[ [ ]
: a) The Middle East has been a relatively peaceful area of the world for :
° centuries. °
. TRUE FALSE ]
° [
o b) Altogether four planes were hijacked during the\@uegh® of 9/4) . :
[ ]
° TRUE FALSE °
: .
: c) lItis believed that Osama bin Laden events of 9/11. °
o TRUE FALSE .
° [
: d) Despite the protests of the U NS, NO wWeapons inspectors were °
° ever dllowed into Irag. :
. TRUE FAL .
]
[
[ J
e e) In 1998 Preside dered a series of air strikes on Irag °
([
° TRUE :
® °
: f) Itis beli@ved that Of@mMa bin Laden’s headquarters was in Afghanistan. @
[ ]
° TR °
o °
o0 00000000 ....0.00..O..O..O...........:

2. What were the two main reasons given by President George W. Bush for
invading Iraq?
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