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Using Graphic Organizers to Identify Context Clues

Before You Read

NAME:

1. Put the letter of the correct term beside its definition:

A

B

graphic organizers

context clues

Synonyms

Antonyms

Use the information in the following p
organizer. You may use a dictionary ¥
organizers on your own.

During a storm at sea the watery
sfrong waves. Others have simp
simple fishing trip can be fgtul to
Sea captains must always

SYNONYMS
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! | words that mean the opposite of the new

word

! | diagrams or drawings which help you list

your ideas on paper

! | words or phrases that can help readers

understand the megffing of a new word.

: | words that mea e

e gs the new
word

p omplete the graphic
dbu’ve tried to complete the

tiohs to keep everyone safe.

ANTONYMS

us. Ships are often broken apart by the
dhever to be found again. Sometimes a
seMers if a storm forms while they are at sea.
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Reaclmﬂ Paaagqe NAME:

Plot

Now it is fime to discuss another very important literary device, plot. Plot refers to what
happens and how it happens in a narrative. A narrative is any written work that tells a story,
such as a short story, a novel, or a play. Plot can also be defined as a “plan of action for a story,
play, or movie.” Plot is usually the most important element in a story.

The plot of a story usually unfolds in a particular way. The introduction or opening describes
the characters and the setting of the story. Next, the rising action happens. It is during this
section of the plot that conflicts are infroduced, and readers figgfout more about the main
characters in the story. The third part of a plot is called the
point” of a story, when the major conflicts end up in some kin
argument, physical action, or a very tfense emotional goment).
story where something CHANGES. Then, comes the
the climax. The falling action deals with the resu
resolution, or a tying-up of all the loose ends | story. Most resolutions leave the readers
with a sense of closure or completion. The of plot development are illustrated in the
diagram below.

Climax

Rising Falling
The Reading Watch Dog says, Action Action

“Here is a Plot Diagram to
help you understand the plot
sequence of a story:”

Introduction Resolution
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Keys to Anticipating Consequences

LOST AT SEA You have rented u big bout with three friends. You want to travel in the
Aflantic Ocean from Virginia Beach, VA downh fo the Caribbeun island of Jumdaica. You have
hired an experienced captdin. Unfortunately, in the Atlantic a huge storm breuks out and the
cuptain is knocked uhconscious. Much of the bodt is destroyed and is slowly sinking. Your
locdtion is unhcleur because your radio equikment hus been damaged in the storm. Your
best guess is that you dre huhdreds of miles from the hedrest land. You and your friends have
maunaged fo save 15 items from the storm. Also, you have saved u four man rubber life raft
anhd a box of matches. Your job is fo rank the 15 items in terms ggtheir importance for you, ds
you wuit fo be rescued. Pluce the humber 1 by the most impog#ant item, the humber 2 by the
seconhd most important, und so on through to humber 15 f

MY RANKING SALVAGED ITEMS - Coast Guard Score

A mirror
Some mosqguito nettin
A 25 liter containe

15 ft nylon rope

2 boxes of chocolate bars
A fishing kit

TOTAL TOTAL

Your teacher will compare your score with the Coast Guard’s list of most important items.
The lower your score is the befter!

0 - 25 Excellent. You demonstrated great survival skills. Rescued!

26 - 32 Good. Above average results. Good survival skills. Rescued!

33 - 45 Average. Seasick, hungry and tired. Rescued!

46 - 55 Fair. Dehydrated and barely alive. It was tough, but rescued!
56 - 70 Poor. Rescued, but only just in fime!

71 - 112 Very poor. Oh dear, your empty raft is washed up on a beach,
weeks after the search was called off.
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