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This activity book was created for use after reading or
listening to the story, I was Born with a Hammer in my Hand, a tall
tale about John Henry.  The skill pages have been sequenced by
level of difficulty with the easier pages at the beginning of the
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Name  ________________________________________

Decide which sentence
belongs with which picture.
Write the sentence under the
picture.

John Henry had a dream.

They laughed at John Henry.

Here comes the train.

John Henry closed his eyes forever.

VISUAL COMPREHENSION
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Name  ________________________________________ VISUAL COMPREHENSION

Decide which sentence
belongs with which picture.
Write the sentence under the
picture.

He stood by the train.

He had two hammers.

Write your own sentence to go with each picture.
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Name  ________________________________________

Read the words on John Henry’s
overalls. Write each word in the
right box.

bounce

      carrots pout

      crawl beans cry

          lettuce frown

     fly  peas  hop

             whine

CLASSIFICATION

SAD WORDS

MOVING WORDS

VEGETABLES
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Name  ________________________________________ CONFIGURATION

Put each word from the box into its correct
shape. Then write the word on the line below.

hammer steel

spike rails

thunder pound

machine steam

crosstie drive

1.

3.

5.

7.

9.

2.

4.

6.

8.

10.
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Name  ________________________________________ ANTONYMS

Words that have opposite meanings are called antonyms.
Complete each puzzle with an antonym from the list.

real take better sad after
old spoiled hate answer late

9. Y O U N G

6. G I V E

3. L O V E

2. F A L S E

1. F R E S H

4. E A R L Y

7. G L A D

10. B E F O R E

8. W O R S E

5. Q U E S T I O N
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Name  ________________________________________ SYNONYMS

Words that mean almost the same thing are called synonyms.

Read each sentence below. Find a synonym on a hammer for each
underlined word. Write it on the line.

1. John Henry was the champ. ___________________________________________

2. Can you repair the bike? _____________________________________________

3. Did you save your money? ____________________________________________

4. The children were noisy. ______________________________________________

5. Li’l Willie sang a tune. ________________________________________________

6. He ran home fast. ___________________________________________________

7. Are you in a rush to finish? ____________________________________________

8. Did you see the stars last evening? ______________________________________

quickwinner

loud

fix

hurry

night
keep

song

632G 3 John Henry.P65 1/9/2003, 8:18 AM6




