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The stories and activities in this book are designed to capture student interest as they build
valuable word, comprehension, thinking, writing, and research skills.  The selections range from 3.8
to 4.9 on the Fry Readability Scale.*

Each story features vocabulary words to be introduced prior to reading.  In addition to
enhancing comprehension, they can be used for additional dictionary or writing practice.

The questions following each selection are labeled according to the primary skills they
target. Consequently, you may choose to cover stories in sequence or according to their targeted
skills.

The sections entitled “For Further Study/Writing Practice” provide research and writing
activities for students desiring an extra challenge.  At your discretion, students may write several
sentences, paragraphs, or an entire page covering the suggested topic.

* Readability scales are useful as long as one realizes their limitations.  Results are guidelines only.  Depending on the
scales used, their results can differ from each other by several grade levels.  Since readability scales measure word and
sentence length, both valid readability factors, we at Remedia do use them.  Using such scales also helps us provide
vocabulary-controlled materials in order to meet the special education needs of many of our valued clients. At the same
time, we realize that they are not designed to measure very other factor affecting readability, such as sentence structure
or appeal to the reader.  We are also aware of the variance in standards and expectations set for each grade level.  What
is third grade level material in one school may be fourth grade level in another.  At Remedia we strive to take all these factors
into consideration as we develop and revise materials.  We leave the rest in your capable hands.  Regarding readability, you
— and your students — will be the final judge.
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You’ve Got a Point There
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You’ve Got a Point There
 SEQUENCE

Number the following events in the order they happened:

  1. _____  Biro invented the ballpoint pen.

_____  Greeks and Egyptians made pens from hollow reeds filled with ink.

_____  Lewis Waterman invented the fountain pen.

_____  Someone discovered that goose feathers made great pens.

GETTING THE FACTS

Write T before the statement if it is true.  Write F before it if it is false.

  2. _____  The ballpoint pen was invented during World War I.

_____  In 1884 an American invented the fountain pen.

 WORD ANALYSIS / VOCABULARY

Complete this sentence with the correct word.

  3. The English word pen comes from the Latin word penna, which means

__________________ .

 GETTING THE FACTS

Answer this question.

  4. The first pens were probably made out of what? _______________________

MAIN IDEA

Circle the letter that best states the main idea of this story.

  5. A. Pilots used ballpoint pens during World War II.

B. People used many different ways to write until the ballpoint pen was
invented.

C. Ballpoint pens are very popular.
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GETTING THE FACTS

Write one reason the “nib” was better than the feather for writing.

  6. _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

 ANALOGIES

Complete the following statement:

  7. Waterman is to fountain pen as Biro is to _________________ .

CAUSE AND EFFECT

  8. What type of weather would cause a fountain pen not to work well outdoors?

_______________________________________________________________

For Further Study/Writing Practice:

Pens will not work without ink.  Look up ink in the encyclopedia and write several
sentences about who invented it and when they did.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
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Jonas E. Salk Defeats Polio
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Jonas E. Salk Defeats Polio
 DICTIONARY SKILLS

Look up anti in the dictionary.  Then choose the correct definition of anti-polio
vaccine.

  1. A. Something that helped people get polio

B. Something that kept people from getting polio

 CAUSE AND EFFECT / GETTING THE FACTS

  2. What effect did polio have on those who got this disease? _______________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

 CLASSIFYING INFORMATION / GETTING THE FACTS

  3. Children who were part of the test for the polio vaccine were divided into two

groups.  What were the groups?_____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

 EVALUATING INFORMATION

  4. Do you think the polio test was a good one?  ____________

Write a sentence telling why or why not. _____________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

MAKING INFERENCES

  5. Dr. Salk took no money from the sale of his vaccine.  Use two or three

describing words to tell what kind of person he was.

____________________  ____________________  ____________________



����������	
��	�
��� ��������	��
�� � ���������	
���������

����������������������������������������������

 CONTEXT CLUES / VOCABULARY

Write two or three synonyms for dreadful.  (You can tell what dreadful means by
the words around it.)

  6. ______________________________  ________________________________

______________________________

 FACT / OPINION

Write F on the line if it is a fact.  Write O before the sentence if it is an opinion.

  7. Dr. Salk was the best doctor who ever lived. _______

  8. Polio paralyzed people. _______

  9. Dr. Salk received many awards for his work. _______

For Further Study/Writing Practice:

President Franklin Roosevelt (F.D.R.) was a famous American who had polio.
Read about him in the encyclopedia.  Write several sentences about his struggle
with the disease.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________




