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These engaging stories and activities are designed to capture student interest  as they build
valuable word, comprehension, thinking, and writing skills.  The selections range from 1.7 to 3.8 on
the Fry Readability Scale.*

Each story features vocabulary words to be introduced prior to reading.  In addition to
enhancing comprehension, they can be used for additional dictionary or writing practice.

The questions following each selection are labeled according to the primary skills they target.
Stories may be used sequentially or according to their targeted skills.

The final component, “Try This,” provides simple research and writing exercises for students
desiring an extra challenge.

* Readability scales are useful as long as one realizes their limitations.  Results are guidelines only.  Depending on
the scales used, their results can differ from each other by several grade levels.  Since readability scales measure word
and sentence length, both valid readability factors, we at Remedia do use them.  Using such scales also helps us provide
vocabulary-controlled materials in order to meet the special education needs of many of our valued clients.  At the same
time, we realize that they are not designed to measure very other factor affecting readability, such as sentence
structure or appeal to the reader.  We are also aware of the variance in standards and expectations set for each grade
level.  What is third grade level material in one school may be fourth grade level in another.  At Remedia we strive to
take all these factors into consideration as we develop and revise materials.  We leave the rest in your capable hands.
Regarding readability, you — and your students — will be the final judge.
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What Makes You Sick?
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What Makes You Sick?
MAIN IDEA

Complete the sentence.

  1. The main idea of the story is to tell how _______________ make people

_______________ and how antibodies _______________ the germs.

LOCATING  THE ANSWER

Write the sentence from the story that tells what germs are.

  2. _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

WORD ANALYSIS

Find anti- in a dictionary.  Underline your answer.  Write your answer in the
sentence.

  3. anti- means:              for           against           around           over

Antibodies are good cells in the blood that fight _______________ germs.

CAUSE AND EFFECT

Circle the letter of the best answer.

  4. You came down with a cold because

A. you ate some ice cream

B. you walked in the rain

C. your mother told you to wear a jacket, but you didn't

D. your friend with a cold sneezed in your face
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MAKING INFERENCES

Complete the sentence with one of these words:

eating          playing          sleeping          running

  5. A sick person usually feels like _________________.

RELATING STORY CONTENT TO PERSONAL EXPERIENCE

Write about a time when you were sick.  What kind of sickness did you have?
How long did it last?  How did you feel?  Did you miss a fun event?  Did you have
to stay in bed?  Did you have to go to the hospital?

  6. _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

FOLLOWING DIRECTIONS

Use the story page to complete the directions.
  7. � Underline the sentences that tell how germs enter your body.

� Circle the word in the first paragraph that means harmed by something.

� Draw a line through the sentence in the fourth paragraph that tells what
antibodies do to germs.

ANALOGIES

Complete the analogy.

  8. Poison is to harmful as medicine is to _______________.

Try this:  Use a dictionary for help.  Flu is a shortened form of what word?

______________________________
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The King’s Curse
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 The King’s Curse
MAIN IDEA

Circle the letter of the correct answer.

  1. The main idea of the story is to tell about

A. how King Tut was buried

B. mosquito bites

C. how the stories about a curse seemed to come true

D. what some scientists died from

 GETTING THE FACTS

  2. How long had King Tut’s tomb been sealed before it was found?

____________________________________________

VOCABULARY

Draw a line from each word to its meaning.

  3. tomb a wish or threat to send evil or injury to a person

scientist a grave or place where a person is buried

curse a person who studies certain things in the world, like plants,
animals, people, medicine, germs

SEQUENCE

Number the events in the order they happened.

  4. ___ Some scientists found the tomb.

___ It was decided the deaths were caused by dust or mold.

___ King Tut was buried in a tomb.

___ Most of the scientists died.
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MAKING INFERENCES

  5. Paragraph 4 of the story tells you that King Tut may have died because of

what? _________________________________________________________

DRAWING CONCLUSIONS

  6. Do you think a person can die from fear?  ________  Explain your answer.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

SUMMARIZING / GETTING THE FACTS

Use one or two sentences to tell what the scientists saw when they looked into
King Tut’s tomb.

  7. _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

If the statement is true, write T on the line.  If it is not true, write F on the line.

  8. A. King Tut had been the king of Egypt. ______

B. It took 8,000 years to find his tomb. ______

C. The scientists laughed about the curse. ______

D. Mold and germs could have grown in the tomb. ______

E. All of the scientists who went into the tomb died. ______

Try this:  Find a map of Egypt in an atlas or an encyclopedia.

It is on which continent? __________________________

What two bodies of water are next to Egypt? _________________________




