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INTRODUCTION

These engaging stories and activities are designed to capture student interest as
they build valuable vocabulary, comprehension, and thinking skills. Most of the selections
range from mid-first to late second on the Fry Readability scale.*

Each story features vocabulary words to be introduced prior to reading. Teachers
may choose to complete the Vocabulary Match with students or assign it along with the
questions. Students can also alphabetize the vocabulary words or use them in original
sentences.

The questions following each selection are labeled according to the primary skills they
target. Stories may be used sequentially or according to their targeted skills.

The "Try This!” provides a simple research question for students desiring an extra
challenge.

s are approximate guidelines only, with

*Readability scales are useful aslong as one realizes their limitajfons. Ress

Let Freedom Ring 19
Happy Animals 21
ANCRNOTICE ...ttt ettt ettt ettt eteeas 23
Aesop 25
The Two Crabs 27
Spanish Moss 29
The Stars and Stripes 3
The Buried City .33
IMIONA LISQ ...ttt ettt ettt bttt bttt ettt ettt b st e bbbt ebeseeesnane 35
John Phillip Sousa 37
Puerto Rico 39
Canada |
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Name

WORD LIST
] ] con * nect fixed
The Big Dipper _
dip * per form
Did you know that some stars make
pictures in the sky? There is one
picture that is easy to find. drawings. If you connect the stars

with lines, you can make a picture.

AN

Vocahulary Matc raw lines to match each word with its meaning.

connect stays in one place
form cup with a long handle
fixed to make something
dipper join together

TRY THIS!

Pictures in the sky are called constellations. The Big Dipper is part of a larger
constellation called Ursa Major (Latin). Use a dictionary or encyclopedia to find
the meaning of Ursa Major.
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Name

The Big Dipper

GETTING THE FACTS

1. What is the name of one picture in the sky?

2.  What are the two parts of the Big Dipper?

COMPARING

ANALOGIES

Arm is to ody@s is to cup.

6. Why is it called the Big Dipper?

FACT OR OPINION

7. Write F if the sentence is fact. Write O if it is opinion.
The Big Dipper is a picture in the sky (constellation).
The Big Dipper is the best constellation.

The Big Dipper has a cup and a handle.

Skills-Based Reading (Rdg. Lvi. 2) 2 ©Remedia Publications



Name

WORD LIST

share ac ¢ id

Rock Breaker _
tan ¢ gled soil

Lichen (12~ ken)isaplantthatcanbe
found all over the world. It grows on

Then they share these things with
each other.

trees, rocks, and the ground.

Wie rock break into small pieces.
Little by little, it becomes new soil.

Vocahulary Match. Draw lines to match each word with its meaning.

share twisted; snarled

tangled a strong chemical

acid the ground or earth in which plants grow

Soil to give part of something to another
TRY THIS!

Look up lichen in an encyclopedia. Write the names of the two plants that form
lichen.
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Name

Rock Breaker

GETTING THE FACTS

1. What is lichen?

2.  What do these plants share with each other?

3. How does lichen make soil out of rocks?

COMPARISON / CONTRAST

4. How is lichen different from other p?ks?\ N
A D \ /
N

SEQUENCE

Lichen grows on a rock.
The rock breaks down into soil.

Acid comes out of the plant.

DRAWING CONCLUSIONS/EVALUATING INFORMATION

7. Do you think the lichen breaks up the rock quickly? Why or why not?
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