
A TEACHING RESOURCE FROM...

4
4
5

©Copyright by Remedia Publications, Inc.

All Rights Reserved.  Printed in the U.S.A.

The purchase of this book entitles the individual teacher to reproduce

copies for classroom use.  The reproduction of any part for an

entire school or school system is strictly prohibited.

To find Remedia products in a store near you, visit:

http://www.rempub.com/stores

REMEDIA PUBLICATIONS, INC.

15887 N. 76TH STREET • SUITE 120 • SCOTTSDALE, AZ • 85260

REM 736

©2001

AUTHORS

Tanya Bibeau

George Ann Gregory

ILLUSTRATOR

John Lakey

Great Inventions
High Interest Reading



A Note on Readability
* Readability scales are useful as long as one realizes their limitations.  Results are

guidelines only.  Depending on the scales used, their results may differ from each other
by as much as 2.5 grade levels.  Since readability scales measure word and sentence length,
both valid readability factors, we at Remedia do use them.  Using such scales also helps us
provide vocabulary-controlled materials in order to meet the special education needs of
many of our valued clients. At the same time, we realize that they are not designed to
measure every other factor affecting readability, such as sentence structure or appeal
to the reader.  We are also aware of the variance in standards and expectations set for
each grade level.  What is first grade material in one school may be second grade in
another.  At Remedia we strive to take all these factors into consideration as we develop
and revise materials.  We leave the rest in your capable hands.  Regarding readability, you—
and your students—will be the final judge.
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These fun-loving stories are designed to capture student
interest while building key vocabulary, comprehension, thinking,
and writing skills. Their broad appeal and high degree of review
make them suitable for a variety of ages and reading levels. Each
story has been rated according to the Fry Graph readability scale.*

Each story features five components:  (1) vocabulary words,
to enhance comprehension and for use in additional dictionary or
writing activities, (2) cloze practice, to improve literal compre-
hension as well as the ability to use semantic and syntactic clues,
(3) story questions, to target comprehension and thinking skills, (4)
Extended Activities, located at the back of the book, to provide
simple research and/or writing exercises for students desiring an
extra challenge, and (5) crossword puzzles, to be used for periodic
review after every third story.
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Words to KnowWords to Know
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invented in • vent • ed

screen screen

pictures pic • tures

comedy com • e • dy

drama dra • ma

learning learn • ing

Years ago people tried to send pictures through the air.  Paul Nipkow invented

the first TV.  It was 1884.  TV was invented before the radio.  But it took a long time

to get it to work right.

TV works very much like radio.  But it needs a screen.  The first TV sets had very

small screens.  The pictures were black, white, and gray.  That was about 1945.

The first color TV came out in 1953.

Today everyone has TV’s.  You can see the news, talk shows, comedy, and

drama.  Schools use TV for teaching.  TV can make learning come alive.

What a great way to share ideas!  Now, with a TV, you can see the person who is

talking to you.

TELEVISION

1. Who invented the first TV? ___________________________________________

2. When was the very first TV invented? __________________________________

3. What were the first TV sets and pictures like?  Write the two sentences in the

story that tell us. ___________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
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Use the words in the box to fill in the blanks.

about    invented    person    work

today    black    before    screen

Years ago people tried to send pictures through the air.  Paul Nipkow

___________________ the first TV.  It was 1884.  TV was invented _______________

the radio.  But it took a long time to get it to ___________________ right.

TV works very much like radio.  But it needs a ___________________.  The first TV

sets had very small screens.  The pictures were ___________________, white, and

gray.  That was ___________________ 1945.  The first color TV came out in 1953.

___________________ everyone has TV’s.  You can see the news, talk shows,

comedy, and drama.  Schools use TV for teaching.  TV can make learning come alive.

What a great way to share ideas!  Now, with a TV, you can see the

___________________ who is talking to you.

TELEVISION

1. TV was invented before radio.  But radios came out first.  Why?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

2. When did people start to use black and white TV’s? _______________________

3. When did people start to use color TV’s? ________________________________

4. How is TV different than radio? _______________________________________

________________________________________________________________
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You can find a computer almost any place you go.  They are in our homes, our

schools, and at work.

In the 1800’s, Charles Babbage designed the first computer.  But he never built it.

Howard Aiken was the first man to build one.  It was in 1944.  He called it the

Mark 1.

The first computers were huge.  They took up many rooms in big buildings.  The

rooms had to be kept cold and free of dust.  These computers could not do much

back then.  They did a lot of huge math problems, though.

Today we can share our ideas on computers.  Today we use them for everything.

COMPUTERS

computers com • put • ers

designed de • signed

huge huge

buildings build • ings

problems prob • lems

1. Where can we find computers?  Write the sentence in the story that tells us.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

2. What do we use computers for today?  Name as many uses as you can.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
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math    computers    man    our

many    homes    kept    first

Use the words in the box to fill in the blanks.

You can find a computer almost any place you go.  They are in our

___________________, our schools, and at work.

In the 1800’s, Charles Babbage designed the ___________________ computer.

But he never built it.  Howard Aiken was the first ___________________ to build one.

It was in 1944.  He called it the Mark 1.

The first ___________________ were huge.  They took up ___________________

rooms in big buildings.  The rooms had to be ___________________ cold and free of

dust.  These computers could not do much back then.  They did a lot of huge

___________________ problems, though.

Today we can share ___________________ ideas on computers.  Today we use

them for everything.

COMPUTERS

1. Who designed the first computer? _____________________________________

2. Who actually built the first computer? __________________________________

3. What is the difference between design and build?_________________________

________________________________________________________________

4. What were the first computers like? ____________________________________

________________________________________________________________
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