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INTRODUCTION

The Five W’s is a series of books designed to improve the reading comprehension of older students
whose reading skills are below grade level. The series is also ideal for challenging the abilities of elementary
students functioning at or above grade level. The high-interest articles in all five books are suitable for a
wide range of ages and deal with an array of topics.

The factual articles are presented in an appealing “newspaper” format, complete with datelines and
pictures. For each article, students are required to respond to comprehension questions based on the “Five
W’s” — who, what, when, where, and why. In addition to building comprehension, the stories may serve
as springboards for a history or geography lesson.

The stories range from reading level 3.0 to 3.9. The Flesch-Kincaid Readability scale was used to ensure
that all stories are at the desired reading level.
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A NOTE ABOUT READABILITY SCORES

Readability scales are useful as long as one realizes their limitations. Results are approximate guidelines only, with a minimum margin
of error of (+ or —) 1.5 grade levels. In other words, a story measured at a second grade readability level could easily be suitable for both
first and third graders. Another limitation is that two different readability scales can be applied to the same sample, yet yield widely varied
results. In spite of the inexact nature of readability scales, we at Remedia use them because they measure word and sentence length,
both valid predictors of readability. They also help us provide vocabulary-controlled materials in order to meet the special education needs
of many of our valued clients. At the same time, we realize that these scales are not designed to measure every other factor affecting
readability, such as sentence structure or appeal to the reader. We are also aware of the variance in standards and expectations set for
each grade level. What is first grade material in one school may be second grade material in another. At Remedia we strive to take all
these factors into consideration as we develop and revise materials. We leave the rest in your capable hands. Regarding readability,
you—and your students—uwill be the final judge.
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World’s Tallest Building Opens Its Doors

(NEW YORK, May 1, 1931) — The world’s tallest
building opened today in New York City. It is called
the Empire State Building. It is 1,454 feet tal)

At noon, two small children cut a ribber_IN fm
of the main door. The ribbon was mads _of pager.
After it was cut, people walked th

gugh thexdoor Tr

the first time.

might shop QKget 3
TheEmpireBtate Bailding is a skyscraper. Itis so tall that it seems to scrape

Who cut the ribbon?

What is the name of the building that opened?

When was the ribbon cut?

Where is the building located?

Why is the building called a skyscraper?
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Fire in the White House!

(WASHINGTON, D.C., December 24, 1929) — & $
The first White House burned to the ground in 1814. < (\ ‘\\]
9

Last night, it looked like the White House might jgur

C
down again. x \\) E])HB
The White House is the home of the Prégsideqhof /\\\\Q anm

the United States. The President and hi

AN
there while he is in office. :

Last night, President Herbert j‘ \J_r
were having a Christmas party/ Eve - ]
a good time. The children we N i

Hoover sat and talked w4

will remembex thapparty for the rest of their lives.

1. Who lives in the White House?

2. What looked like it was going to burn down on December 24, 19297

3. When did the White House burn to the ground?
4. Where did the firemen jump?

5.  Why did the guard whisper in President Hoover’s ear?
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Mrs. Hubbard’s Cupboards Saved!

(ENGLAND, 1960) — Afamous house about
to be torn down was saved. The house is where
a children’s poem was written long ago. <

The poem was about Mrs. Hubbard. O
day, she went to her cupboard to get aon

Who was Mrs. Hubbard?

What is the money visitors pay to see the cottage used for?

When did Mrs. Hubbard live?

Where is Mrs. Hubbard’s cottage located?

Why was the cottage going to be torn down?
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Young Boy Mailed Home!

(DETROIT, MICHIGAN, 1929) — A four-year-old
boy was mailed home last month.

The boy went to visit his relatives. After a
visit, it was time for him to go home. The bg
supposed to fly home on a plane, but hisqelati
decided to play a joke on his parents.
to send him home via airmail

2([efS

o\

8S

with his paren{s. Exerybody got a good laugh out of the joke.

1. Who did the boy visit?
2. What did the boy’s sign say?

3. When was the boy allowed to go home with his parents?

4.  Where did the boy have to go before he could go home?

5. Why did the boy’s relatives send him home via airmail?

4



Name

THE DAILY NEWS

©Remedia Publications The Five W’s - 3

New Club Formed

(ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, 1930) — The first
meeting of a brand new club was held today.
The club is called the Cub Scouts.

Cub Scouts are boys ages 7 to 10. Agrgup
of Cub Scouts is called a den. It meets Qnce
a week in a member’s home, a school, ©

Each Cub Scout de 1 )”two adults. These leaders are called
Scoutmasters. The ' S ¢h the Cub Scouts how to do things like
camp and build ob ‘ Cub Scouts learn about things by taking

men.
At edch mexting, ©Ub S$Scouts make a promise. They say that they will be
true to he@oun yand ¥y to help others. They also promise to follow the Cub

Who can be a Cub Scout?

What is the Cub Scout motto?

When do Cub Scout dens meet?

Where do Cub Scout dens meet?

Why do Scoutmasters help their Cub Scouts learn things?






