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INTRODUCTION

This book provides important practice in a variety of essential
comprehension skills. Critical reading, thinking, and understanding
arerequired in order to answer the questions following each short,
high-interest article. Some questions call for factual answers
found in the text. Other questions are based on the reader's ability
to apply logic, make inferences, recognize cause and effect, draw
conclusions, and use reason in order to come up with answers.
Clever illustrations pertaining to the topics are sometimes part of
the comprehension process.

Reading to Understand was designed for use in grades 4-8.
Readability is on the 3rd-4th-grade level.

Cold, Cold, Cold \ /

Cactus Facts A< RN \\ /
Boats Z NN LY
Feelings IR\ /

It's About Time pa N\ avd

Borneo oo \ \\ /

The Dead Sea / N \\/

Roller Skates Skates \v/
Nl

© 0 N O U H WIN =

Nzt
/\\/
¢

N\

<

14
Parakeets Mynah Bird 15
Grasshoppers / Cicadas 16
Zoo Doc 17
The Planets 18
Big Bugs, Little Bugs 19
Baby Bees 20
Early Tools 21
A Tale of Tails 22
My Neighborhood 23
Snack Time 24
The Helpers 25

©Remedia Publications Reading to Understand



Name

Cold, Cold, Cold

When winter comes, animals must
find ways to take care of themselves. They
do this in many different ways.

Many birds fly from their cold homes
to places where it is warmer. They stay
there until spring comes to their home
land.

Animals cannot fly away from the N
cold. Many find safe, warm places to sleep _
through the winter. They stay there until | Q/
gets warm outside again. %

A

A

Other animals stay out in the ¢ o NOT
They grow heavy fur coats that wi keep pISTURD
them warm. When spring com&s, mudh o |
this heavy fur falls out. anim
change color. Their brownYur chandes t
white for the winter.

1. Why can’t bjrds @y ere it is’cold?

2. Why don't othews travel to where the weather is warmer in the winter?

3. When animals sleep through the winter, how do they eat?

4. How does it help animals to have white fur in winter?

5. Some birds live where it is always warm. What do they do in the winter?

6. Where would be a safe, warm place for an animal to spend the winter?
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Cactus Facts

The barrel cactus has one fat stem. It can
hold a lot of water. It has sharp thorns. It
grows slowly and gets to be about four feet
tall. It blooms with bright, colored flowers.

The saguaro is the tallest cactus. It has a
tall stem with branches. It grows so slowly
that when it is ten years old, it is only five
inches tall. It has white flowers and sweset,
juicy fruit that is good to eat.

grows fast. People make
its delicious fruit.

Shit Mo e'cholla cactus has many short stems.
;‘i!;,’%’“‘“ ' eyyare covered with sharp thorns and
ol e ogether very loosely. They break off

B 2 and stick in anything that comes near
SR them. They have pretty flowers and red, juicy
it that tastes awful.

1. Why don’t pegple @e thafruit of the cholla cactus?

2. Which cactus couwsee from far away?

3. From which cactus would it be easiest to pick fruit?

4. The flat, round stems can be cooked and eaten. Which cactus is this?

5. The state flower of Arizona is a creamy white cactus flower. From which cactus does it
come?
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Boats

- An ocean liner is very large. It has
windows along its side. These windows are 1.

called portholes. An ocean liner uses very big
engines to make it move.

A sloop is a kind of sailboat. It has two
sails, one large and one small. It does not
carry many people.

A canoeislongand narrow. People must
use paddles to make it go. A canoe ha

©Remedia Publications 3 Reading to Understand



Name

Feelings

“Is it true you climbed that mountain alone?” Hank asked.
“How did you do it with no help? Were you scared? Wow!
That’s really something.”

“I'shouldn’t have laughed at Kerry’s drawing,” thought Brooke. “He
worked so hard on it. For someone as young as he is, it really is
pretty good.”

“I wonder where Kristie is,” thQ
me here 20 minutes ago and
old bike didn’t give her g )

1. Which person do youMhink felt worried?

Which person felt amazed?

How do you think Lynn felt?

Which person might feel ashamed?

Which person might be feeling tired?

2 S o A

What is something that makes YOU feel proud?
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I's About Time

Story #1

Sara flopped down in front of the TV. Just then her brother
camein. He had his arms full of books. “No TV now, Sara,”
he said. “I've got tons of homework to do and | really need it
to be quiet.”

PosST OFFICE | Story #2
D\

)

Story #3
Alice pressed the button by the
house. The door slid opeK
heat from the launchingp

Story #4

Sam parked his bike outside the market.
He had to pick up some milk for his
mom before he went to play ball. He
gulped when he saw all the people with
full shopping carts waiting to check out.

1. Which stories could be happening now?

Which story happened in the past?

When might Alice’s story take place?

> wn

Do you think Sara’s family had more than one TV? Why or why not?

5. About how long does it take to drive 200 miles today?
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