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The cloze procedure is incorporated into this unit as a
springboard for comprehension.  When students complete a cloze
passage and have the opportunity to discuss their responses, more
significant growth in the comprehension takes place.  The students
not only gain a greater understanding of concepts, but they
expand their vocabulary, as well.  This unit uses the cloze procedure
for comprehension and it includes a series of questions for discussion
of each selection.  This added feature insures that the student has
a broad understanding of the story by incorporating thinking skills
as well as recall activities.  The questions involve inference,
prediction, and relationship.

The words in this passage have not been deleted at random.
Care was taken to include all of the parts of speech and an effort
was made to avoid deletions that would confuse the student.  For
deletions within each passage, answers are selected from the
words in the box.  This procedure eliminates the frustration that
many students encounter because they are more likely to
experience success.

The stories featured in this unit have unusual content, which
should make them highly interesting to students.  The selections
are presented in gradually increasing length and difficulty.  When
students are gradually exposed to more challenging material, their
reading skills generally grow.

The cloze format is equally valid for testing.  The selections
may also be used to assess the student’s readability level.

Suggestions:  After students complete Cloze Reading, a
second reading before answering questions is recommended.
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not popcorn steam

Most people like to eat popcorn.  It _______________ fun to see it pop.  It makes a lot

_______________ noise.  What makes it pop and jump?  Inside every kernel of

_______________ there is a small drop of water.  When the kernel gets hot, this water

_______________ hot, too.  The water turns into steam.  The _______________ makes

the kernel pop.  Just think.  Popcorn is _______________ really cooked.  It is really steamed!

1. How much water is inside every kernel of popcorn?

___________________________________________________________________

2. When does the water get hot?

___________________________________________________________________

3. What happens to the water when it gets hot?

___________________________________________________________________

4. What happens to the kernel of popcorn when the water turns to steam?

___________________________________________________________________

5. What would happen if there was no water inside a popcorn kernel?

___________________________________________________________________

Popcorn
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Add chirp be

Crickets chirp.  They chirp when it is cold.  They _______________ faster when it is hot.

_______________ can tell how hot it really is.  First, count the chirps _______________

15 seconds.  Then add 40 to that.  This _______________ tell you how hot it is.  Try it!  Maybe

you counted 50 chirps in 15 seconds.  _______________ 40 to 50.  Guess what!  It must

_______________ 90o outside!  That's pretty hot!

1. When do crickets chirp faster?

___________________________________________________________________

2. How long do you count chirps?

___________________________________________________________________

3. What do you add to this?

___________________________________________________________________

4. What can you tell from adding these two numbers?

___________________________________________________________________

5. Sally's cricket chirped 60 times in 15 seconds.  Joe's cricket chirped 45 times in 15

seconds.  Whose cricket was cooler? ___________________________________

Crickets
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pounds of so

Do we eat a lot each month?  Most people don't think _______________.  Some people

think we do.  They _______________ records of how much people eat.  They

_______________ a teenage boy will eat about 160 pounds of _______________ each

month.  They say a teenage girl will eat about 120 _______________ of food each month.

This means that one teenager may eat about 2,000 pounds _______________ food each

year!

1. How do some people find out how much people eat?

___________________________________________________________________

2. About how much will a teenage boy eat in one month?

___________________________________________________________________

3. About how much will a teenage girl eat in one month?

___________________________________________________________________

4. About how much will a teenager eat in one year?

___________________________________________________________________

5. How much do you think you eat in one year?

___________________________________________________________________

Food




