


INTRODUCTION

This book provides an introduction to writing short reports. The
student reads a one-page story and answers key questions designed to
extract important facts from the written information. The questions
are structured in logical sequence. They should be answered with
complete sentences. After questions are answered, and additional
research completed, the student's work should be proofread for
accuracy. Then the answers, along with the topic sentence, may be
rewritten on a blank copy of the report page (included in the book)
resulting in a short report on the topic. Subjects include stories about
famous places within the U.S., famous Americans and interesting sea
animals.
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WRITING SHORT REPORTS
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© Add additional
information.

@ Proofread for errors
and make corrections.

@ Copy topic sentence,
answers, and
additional information,
putting them into
paragraph form.

Result: A short report.
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Name

NiaGgara FaLLS

Lake Ontario and Lake Erie form most of the northern border of New York. The Niagara River
joins these two lakes. On its journey downhill from Lake Ontario to Lake Erie, the river runs over a
steep limestone bluff. The spilling water is called Niagara Falls.

It is the most visited waterfall in the world. More than four million people come every year to
see and photograph the falls. The falls are divided into two spillways, the Horseshoe Falls in Canada
and the American Falls in the United States. The falls can be viewed from land or by helicopter.
People can also take a boat ride that brings them so close to the falling water, that they must wear
raincoats to keep from getting soaked by the spray.

The water spills 186 feet over the bluff. Under the li
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Name

Niagara FaLLS

Answer each question below with a complete sentence.

Niagara Falls is a world-famous waterfall.

1. Niagara Falls is on a river between which two lakes?

2. People can view the falls what three ways?

3. How high are the falls? \%3
4. What is under the limestone top bISﬁ) \/
< \\ (/)//
PN
5. What causes the llyigto bre d fall into the river?

6. How far h N'@Wd upstream because of the rock wearing away?

RESEARCH: Use another source to find additional information about this topic.
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Name

CArLsBAD CAVERNS

Under the desert landscape of southeastern New Mexico, there is a huge cave called
Carlsbad Caverns. The entrance to the cave is a big opening under a hilltop. From there, a long
trail zigzags down to 800 feet below the surface to the main cavern, named the Big Room. For people
who do not want to walk the steep trail, there is also a high-speed elevator that goes straight down
to the Big Room.

There is a cafeteria in the Big Room where tourists can eat lunch. A footpath over a mile long
leads from the Big Room into other parts of the cave where incredible rock formations can be seen.

Lights along the way show off the colorful shapes that look like hugéstone icicles hanging from the

ceiling or strangely-shaped melted candles rising from theXlogr. température in the caverns is

always a cool 56 degrees.

There is another opening to the caverng¢hat pesple cgrnot gnter. Itis the bat cave. Millions
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Name

CarLsBAD CAVERNS

Answer each question below with a complete sentence.

People travel to New Mexico to see two amazing sights.

-

What is under the desert landscape of New Mexico?

2. How far below the surface is the main cavern?

3. Which two ways can people get to the Big¢Roo : ,>

/

4. What can be seen in the cavernss >>>%/\\/

5. What lives in another ¢ at pe nnot enter?
6. What doemth bats fly out at nightfall?
\/

RESEARCH: Use another source to find additional information about this topic.
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