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The activities in this book have been designed to provide a variety of approaches to identifying
similarities and differences.  The use of pictures reinforces skills of visual discrimination-some
guiding analysis of similarities and others placing a focus on differences.  Because these activities
are fun, and seem more like games than “work,” students willingly strengthen skills.

Other exercises take them a step further-to single word or short phrase analysis.  At this
level, visual discrimination is used, along with the more abstract skill of word meaning.

The most difficult level, that of looking for similarities and differences in complete sentences,
combines all the individual skills into a more complex process.

Encouraging students to make up original exercises or “games” similar to those provided is
an excellent reinforcement of each area.

You will find this book to be an effective teaching tool for many ages and readability levels.
Based on Bloom’s Taxonomy of thinking skills, it is suitable for grades 3-6.  Readability is
approximately at the 3rd-4th grade level.  (Keep in mind that readability scales, though useful, are
guidelines only.  They cannot measure every factor affecting readability, such as sentence structure
or appeal to the reader.  Also, scales can differ from each other in the results they yield).

A pre/post test is included at the back of the book for evaluation of student progress.
Although an answer key is provided, it is entirely possible that students may have very valid

reasons for choosing a different answer than what is given in the key.  Any answer they can
explain in a logical manner should be accepted.

All activities are reproducible for use in a variety of teaching, practice, and reinforcement
situations.  They are appropriate for whole class, small group, or individual use.  Oral discussion of
the work as it is completed will increase the level of student understanding.
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