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INTRODUCTION

This book was desighed to improve students’ skills in the
areas of recognizing details and main ideas, locating information,
using context clues, following directions, drawing conclusions,
and writing sentences. The strong picture-text correspondence is
sure to enhance comprehension.

The activities featuredin this book utilize the direct approach
fluency formula: read and re-read decodable words in connected
text. Research shows that repeated readings turn slow, choppy
readers into faster, smoother, more fluent readers. By doing the
five follow-up activities that accompgahy €ash_short paragraph,
students will read the same paragrapk a n@mum ofF four times:
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Name

A desert is a pface re ery little rain falls. The airis dry. The ground is dry.

It is a land ofxQcks and govid. The sun beats down. The days are hot. At

night, it can be verrZold. A desert is not a good place for most plants and

animals to live.

Choose the sentence that is true.

@ A desertis hot and dry.
[t rains a lot in the desert.

© A desert is a good place for most animals and plants to live.
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Name

1. Complete the paragraph with words from the box.

desert plants ground
rocks rain beats
A desert is a place where very little ~ _falls. The airisdry. The
is dry. Itis aland of N \v and sand. The sun
down. The days are hat Night, it gan be very cold. A
is not a good placelfor r‘r@’r and animals

to live.

4. Pick a word from the box. Write a sentence for that word.
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Name

Only special d animals can live in a desert. They have

nds O on S g
ways to get wqter from M soil. They have ways to store water inside of

them. When it doesyain in a desert, all the living things soak up as much

water as they can hold.

Choose the sentence that tells what the story is mostly about.

@ Desert animals wait a long tfime to get a drink.
Desert plants do not need any water.,

© Desert plants and animals have ways to get and store water.
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Name

1. Complete the paragraph with words from the box.

does soil store

live special soak
Only kinds of plants and ani an ina
desert. They have ways to get water from t \v . They have
ways to water inside of : Nnj
rain in a desert, all the living things CQ) up as much water as

they can hold.

4. Pick a word from the box. Write a sentence for that word.
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Name

Q

ground. Theysgpread clgse to the surface. When rain comes, water sinks
quickly fo the roots\Jhe roots soak up the water. The water goes info all

parts of the cactus.

Choose the sentence that is true.

@ It probably rains a lot in the desert.
Cactus roots close to the surface soak up rain water.

© The roots of a cactus go deep into the ground.
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Name

1. Complete the paragraph with words from the box.

cactus spread deep
roots parts quickly
A plant can live in the desert. ots do not go

info the ground. They A ose to the

surface. When rain comes, water sinks \\\ to the roots. The

soak up the water. Jhe \A@MTO all

of the cactus.

4. Pick a word from the box. Write a sentence for that word.
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