


A Teacher’s Guide to Poetry in the Classroom

WHAT IS POETRY?

Poetry is a special kind of writing. It differs from prose in form and purpose. Prose has the luxury of
communicating at great length and in depth, while poetry says alotin alittle. A poem is a concisely-worded, yet
mind-expanding expression of ideas or feelings. A poet tries to capture the very essence of an idea, a mood, an
observation, or a life experience, and then crystalize it.

Most language is used in an everyday, ordinary manner, while poetry uses language in an extraordinary manner.
A poet is much like a painter and composer in one, mixing pretty word pictures for the mind to see and creating
wonderful sound effects for the ear to hear.

Good poetry will: 1) blend thought and feeling effectively; 2) present the poet’s special or unique way of
observing or experiencing ordinary things; 3) employ pleasant speech sounds and vocal rhythms as well as
interesting word choices and sensory expressions; 4) have a certain cohesion and unity of content and
composition; and 5) stimulate one’s imagination.

Poetry is written in many moods and on many levels, each of whic ovides its own pleasure. Some poems can
make us laugh while others let us learn from them. But all of the S j

There are two basic types of poetry:
1. Lyrical, which expresses a personal feeling or strong &
2. Narrative, which tells a story with plot and charatters.

Qtion angig/often spontaneous in mood.

Some traditional forms of poetry are: couplet, triplgt, quatrain acrostic, sonnet, haiku, tanka, and
ballad. These forms have definite patterns and rulesfor coctio \-Butyhodern poets, because what they want

to express doesn’tfitinto the traditional forms, sg erto develop new forms. Free verse is an original
form of poetry.

1. Poetry should be read to child ossjBle as a first step toward developing an awareness and
appreciation of its unique nat i &basic groundingin this special use of language. Exposure

to different forms and rhythpfs of peemsSill hefp them as they begin their own exploration and composition
in verse

2. Theappreciationg The teacher who realizes the importance of taking advantage of
special occasion s moods tosntroduce poetry should have an ample supply of poems on hand.
A card file or two of rthologies/can capitalize on those special moments when it’s just right for a
poem! Some pv ally for children are Eve Merriam, Aileen Fisher, John Ciardi, Shel

4. After experiencingthe sound of poetry, children can then be turned toward sensing what the poetry is about.
Show them what the poet is trying to express — the beauty of something, the feeling about an experience, or
the fun of seeing the ordinary in a special way. Children can relate to this because they often feel the
frustration of avocabulary too limited to express their own feelings. Pointing out how a poet was able to do
that develops the beginning of appreciation.

5. When children write poetry, start them with sensory appeals and personal feelings. Simple rhymes and
rhythms should follow. After all, poetry is the sister art to music, and children should be aware thatitcan sing
and dance! Children also love to write nonsense poems, and the feeling of being silly (in a controlled way) is
exciting.

6. Thetraditional patterns and forms of poems can be introduced slowly. Imagery and figurative language are
important in the later development of writing skill, producing more polished poems.

7. One of the most important points to consider is the reserving of time for children to read their creations in
class or in special programs. Poetry is written to be read and listened to for full effect and enjoyment.

8. Children should keep a collection of their favorite poems which they have copied, as well as a collection of
their own creative efforts. Class booklets make impressive gifts for parent visitation nights.



Name

RHYME

Poems often have words that rhyme. “Rhyme” means the use of the same sound at the
end ofthe word. Forexample: might, tight, light. Words do not have to be spelled the
same way in order to rhyme. For example: date-eight, blue-through, main-plane. In
poems, rhyming words most often come at the end of the line.

Which words rhyme in this poem? Circle them.

A poem can be lots of fun
You choose the words to fit g
You write them in a special
Your poem is ready in nq

ONE-SYLLABLE WORDS: (>>
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TWO-SYLLABLE WORDS:

1. carry

tower

sunny

rocket

crazy

hilly
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feeling




Name

Practice with Rhyming Words

It’s fun to try and work rhyming words into poems. Here is an unfinished poem. It is
about some animals who all have something to say. Practice your rhyming by writing
rhyming names of animals in the proper places.

“l want a hat,” “Yes, of course!”

Purred the

Neighed the

“A hat to wear?” o wear in the house?”

Growled the . agked the

“A funny wish!” - Ko, at the park!”

Bubbled the . ” Sang the

“Does she want it now?” “It may look funny!”

Mooed the Sniffled the
Now try to finish the p hyming words will fit below?
Just

And swined soje flowers right up from the
A yellow one landed on the head of that cat,

Everyone thought it made a most perfect !

Can you think of any other animals who might talk in rhyme to the cat? Write your own
poem using an animal.




Name

TERSE VERSE

A terse verse is a two-word poem that rhymes. One phrase is given as an explanation.
The terse verse is the rhymed synonym for it. (These are also called higgly-piggly
poems.) For example:
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1. What do you call a rabbit’s seat?

Terse verse: a hare’s chair
2. What do you call a wet hobo?

Terse verse: a damp trgmp.

What do you call:

an angry boy?

a quick explosion?

a circular hill~

Terse Verse (two-syllable words)
What do you call:

a humorous rabbit?

a mean fight?

a little cat’s paw cover?

a high hill water spray?

an insane flower?




