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INTRODUCTION

Bree Cody is a police detective in Newtown, U.S.A. She and her cat, Rico, take
students on a trek through the adventures of police work. They investigate cases of
arson, a missing person, theft, and much more. Students get a chance to follow the
clues to their logical conclusions.

They will meet the young people of the Hawkeye Detective Club; Dora Seabright,
ateacher; Mr. Dower, the druggist; Junkyard Jesse, an old miner from Landpuddle Lake;
and even a shy little pack rat.

In this reading-comprehension book, students are encouraged through clever
questions to analyze situations and to predict outcomes, in addition to getting facts.
The book is versatile. Most of the stories may be read to the students to test listening
ability, or the students may read the stories to test fheirlogic skills. A combination of
both may prove to be the best approach. The sto jies start withsimple mysteries and
develop in difficulty as the students progress. AAwids ion of high-interest stories
is presented in an easy-toread vocabulary. Sdj 3 es 4 and up. Readability
is on the 4th to 5th grade level.
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The Case of the Rigged Ransom

Sissy Morgan’s dog, Rags, wandered into the yard where Buddy, Miriam, and Justin
were playing. A note was attached to Rags’ collar. Buddy took the note from the dog’s collar
and read it aloud to the other children. The message read: “Buddy, if you want to see Sissy
~ again, put $36.29 into an envelope. Leave itin the hole in the old oak tree near the east gate
of Lancaster Park”

The children ran next door to Detective Bree Cody’

ouse. “Sissy has been kidnapped!”

“She wanted to go to the mall to buy a
i her | couldn’t lend it to her because | have
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CASE #0001

THE CASE oF THE RIGGED RANSOM

1. Who wrote the ransom note?

Why?

2. What was tied to Rags’ collar?

3. Name the friends who were playing together when Buddy received the note.

AN
\\/
4. How much money did the note asK for
5. In paragraph 2, what clues digd'Br tlc;y)en she read the note?

\
N\
6. Where did Sissy waht t ?\>

AN 2¢

7. What did Si

8. Why couldn’t Mrs."Mo6rgan lend Sissy money?

9. What kind of mood was Sissy in when she left home?

10. How would you feel if a friend lied to get money from you?
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The Case of the Grinning Peeper

The weather was stormy, the
wind was blowing hard, and
soon it would rain. Sarah was
sitting at the kitchen table
studying for her Monday
morning math test. Her parents
were outto dinner. She had felt

ow she was alone.

For the first time, Sarah
noticed the dark, shadowy corners of and pdw the house creaked when the wind
blew. “I'll listen to some music,” g :
thump that startled Sarah. Washe noise 1Rgigé the house or outside? There was no way

The house was quiet fora jéw minutes, and then there was a loud crash. Some glass
had broken, but where? /lights went out. Something was at the window again. It looked
like a small person wearing a cap. It grinned. She screamed. Sarah hurried to the phone
and dialed 911, and then she fainted.

When Sarah opened her eyes, the lights were on and the radio announcer was saying,
“. .. monkey escaped from Golden Rings Circus tonight. It was wearing a brown vestand a
green knitted cap. If you see this valuable circus performer, please contact the ringmaster
at 555-2334.

Detective Bree Cody had come in response to Sarah’s 911 call. “l know what frightened
you, Sarah,” she said reassuringly.

Do you know what had frightened Sarah?
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CASE #0002

THE CAsSE oF THE GRINNING PEEPER

1. Do you know what frightened Sarah?

2. How did Sarah feel as she waved good-bye to her parents?

3. Who else was in the house with Sarah?

4. What did Sarah notice about the houseQ\% ?

5. Atfter the lights went out, what did w‘nn she saw at the window?

6. What number did Sar phone’?\

7. What did she do jaled the number?

8. What did th ra@ uncer say had escaped from the circus?

w was it dressed?

9. Who responded to Sarah’s phone call?

10. Did Sarah do the right thing by calling 9117

Explain.
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The Mystery of the Bashful Barterer

Detective Bree Cody was looking forward to the weekend. She was on her way to spend
a couple of days with her friends, Charlie and Hope Martin. Bree was happy her cat, Rico,
was also invited to the Martins’ country cabin.

As Cody was driving through the woods, she saw a mound of twigs and stones that stood
about four feet high. It was a nest built by a family of pack rats.
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CASE #0003

THE MYSTERY OF THE BASHFUL BARTERER

1. What was the bashful barterer?

2. Bree's cat is named

3. What did Bree see in the woods on the way to the Martins’ cabin?

/[~
4. How tall was the mound? /\xwv
5. It was a nest built by a family of /X\ )

D )Y
6. Why was Charlie Martin upscﬂ(\

7. What two items were |éft 0 t@

8. How did Ricg’slip oft e cabin?
Q

9. Rico followed a trail of tiny to the nest.

10. Pack rats like shiny objects they can carry to their homes. What other items

might a pack rat carry back to its nest?
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