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BOARD GAMES

Go ahead, use a good board game as a teaching tool. Determine whether or not the game has
educational value by asking yourself some simple questions. Does the particular game give chil-
dren real life reasons to focus attention and concentrate? To read? To count? To problem solve?
To learn facts? To socialize and cooperate? Does the game meet a need in a particular child? If
you answer “yes” to one or more of these questions, then the game probably has a place in your
classroom. Many games can be adapted to fit a particular unit or theme relevant to your group.

Don’t forget the old favorites!

The tried and true board games are still popular for good reasons. They challenge, inspire, excite
and educate. The following games will help to develop various skills and abilities:

Checkers Chinese checkers Chess
Monopoly™ Othello™ Battleship™
Mastermind™ Snakes and Ladders™ Clue Jr.”™
Parcheesi™ Scrabble™ Trivial Pursuit™

Dear Parents:

Throughout the year, on occasion, we will be using learning games to help
introduce new skills, reinforce concepts and further develop skills. Games
H provide the opportunity for education within the realm of childhood fun.

We are looking for the various items to stock our Learning Games Station and
would appreciate donations of the following items:

Cards, Cards, Cards! we use playing cards for various math activities:
sorting, counting, patterning, multiplication, divi-
sion, problem solving and art activities.

Dice We will shake, rattle and roll our way through
counting, adding, multiplication facts and story-
telling.

Blank Cards These will be used as instruction, fact or trivia
cards.

Game Pieces We can put your old gameboards and pieces to

many good uses.

Thank you for your assistance,

Your child’s teacher
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Materials )

dice or pre-cut tag-
board cards

tagboard or other
sturdy material

pencils, markers,
paints or
crayons

Qloying pieces )

Packaging used
for our food, toys,
sports equipment
and other pur-
chased items
makes up one
third of the weight
of the garbage
each of us pro-
duces and it takes
up about half of
the space in our
landfill sites. Can
your game put
recyclable materi-

\ als to good use? 4

1

MAKE YOUR OWN
GAMEBOARD

K-4 o Any Number e Understanding Rules/Language/Math ¢ Hands-On ¢ Medium
How to Make It

1.

Choose a theme for your gameboard. Are you learning about space?
People of the world? Bears? Choose the type of path you want your
game pieces to follow. Do you want to use numbers, letters, colors,
characters or other means to mark the spaces on your board? You can
use a repetition of three to six items related to your chosen topic.

Once you have made the decisions, design your gameboard on paper
that is the same size you want your game to be.

Use copies, tracing or measurement, the sturdy board and marking
materials to turn your rough draft into a finished gameboard.

Do you want to use dice or instruction cards to move pieces around?
If using instruction cards, prepare these on the pre-cut cards. Design
the cards to indicate the number of spaces a player may move forward
or backward, to indicate the next space a player should proceed to or
with questions that need to be answered before a move can be made.

incorporate an art lesson into the design of the moving pieces.
Consider plasticine, clay, foam sculpture, natural objects, found
objects, coins or soft sculpture for your pieces.

Try This

Get creative! Try to make a 3-D gameboard using craft stick tunnels,
pipe cleaner road signs, bread tie fences and so on.
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START ) GAMEBOARD

SHORTCUT

SHORICUT

Make your own gameboard. Fill in the spaces and decorate the (
gameboard, and then paste it to sturdy cardboard or tagboard.

Make your own playing pieces (or use coins) and find some dice.
Find a friend and have fun!

FINISH
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